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This annual 5K walk helps fund Lighthouse Emer-

gency Services and the Food Pantry. Together, hundreds 

of people will walk to help end hunger in our communi-

ties. This year’s walk will 

include a children’s area, 

games and prizes, snacks and 

beverages, entertainment, and 

a free raffle.  

All proceeds help Light-

house provide over 800 families each month with food 

and other emergency assistance, and 60% of clients re-

ceiving food assistance are children. This assistance is 

critical in Oakland County, where more than 65,000 resi-

dents live below the poverty level. 

There are many different ways to get involved and 

support the food pantry: sponsor the walk, make a dona-

tion, volunteer, organize a team, be a walker, or pledge a 

walker. The walk is a great 

social event, so gather your 

family members, friends, 

neighbors, co-workers, and 

social groups to join a 

team. Additionally, bring 

five non-perishable food items (cans, pasta, cereal, etc.) 

to be entered into the raffle featuring awesome prizes for 

all ages. Contact Alayne Hansens at 248-972-1493 or 

ahansen@lighthouseoakland.org for event information. 

Register online at www.LighthouseOakland.org. 

32nd Annual Lighthouse of Oakland County Hunger Walk 

Walk Details: 

 Saturday, May 3, 2014  

 Registration begins at 8:00 am, walk begins at 10:00 

 Oakland Community College, Highland Lakes  

 7350 Cooley Lake Road, Waterford MI 48327 

Pontiac Pothole Hotline! 
Report potholes to the city 

248-758-3000 

Select 4 for the Department of Public Works 

Select 4 again to report potholes 

Advertise in the  

Unity Park Newsletter 

 

248-824-7391 

UPnews@chninc.net 

2013 Hunger Walk Courtesy of www.LighthouseOakland.org 



Going Street Garden 

Season kickoff and perennial plant swap 

Come on out to the Going Street Community Garden 

season kickoff at the corner of Going and Whittemore. 

We will make plans for the summer, distribute seeds and 

get planting. Feel free to bring any extra perennial plants 

to leave at the garden or exchange with a neighbor. 

Community Gardening Day: 

Going and Whittemore 

Saturday, May 17, 10 a.m. 

Rain Check: Saturday, May 24, 10 a..m. 

Call Patrick at 248-824-7391 with questions, to request 

seeds or plants, or to RSVP 

GEMs group making impact 
Unity Park resident Tanya Jenkins and her mother, 

Mary Hogan, started hosting the GEMs girls group to 

provide young women with a supportive place outside of 

school and home. The group meets biweekly for conver-

sations and to discuss activities they would like to take 

on. Last fall, the group participated in the Hands 4 De-

troit/Pontiac event, where they cleaned, painted and 

cleared debris from a neighborhood park. During the 

summer, the group takes walks and hangs out at Jenkins’ 

home, where she also sells candy. This year the group is 

looking to participate in more cleanups, and they have 

spearheaded the Unity Park Flower Project, where they 

will be installing flower pots to add a bit of color to the 

neighborhood. Young women over the age of 13 are al-

ways welcome to join. Contact Tanya at  248-701-6940. 

Need help repairing your home? Habitat for Humanity 

of Oakland County is helping low– to moderate-income 

homeowners  complete much needed repairs to the interior 

or exterior of their homes so that they may maintain a 

safe, decent, and affordable place to 

live. The program focuses on safety, 

security, accessibility, weatherization, 

and keeping houses up to city codes. 

With a max of up to $15,000 the no-

profit loan can cover: 

 Installing a wheel chair ramp 

 Home modifications to accommo-

date those with disabilities 

 Replacing roof and gutters 

 Installing new vinyl siding 

 Replacing porch and steps 

 Installing an energy-efficient furnace and/or water 

heater 

 Upgrading electrical service 

 Installing new copper plumbing 

 And many more repairs… 

Habitat will also assist the family in 

applying for grant funding to cover the 

cost of eligible  repairs. This could re-

duce or eliminate the need for a loan. 

If you are in need of repairs, please 

contact the Family Relationships Depart-

ment at 248-338-1843 

Habitat for Humanity Critical Home Repair Program 



Oakland Integrated Healthcare Network (OIHN) is 

helping Oakland 

County residents to 

access the benefits 

provided by the recent 

expansion of Medicaid 

and Children’s Health 

Insurance Program 

(CHIP). Michigan 

Medicaid has been ex-

panded to cover ALL 

Michigan residents earning at or below 133% of the pov-

erty level. That’s about $15,000/year for an individual or 

$33,000/year for a family of four. 

If you are a Michigan resident, are not enrolled in 

Medicare, are between the ages of  19-64, and cannot af-

ford private  health insurance you are eligible for Michi-

gan Medicaid. Contact Oakland Integrated Healthcare 

Network at 248-724-7430 or www.oihn.org to set up an 

appointment with an enrollment specialist. Medicaid ben-

efits can also be accessed through the MI bridges web-

site. 

Community Housing Network has received a grant 

from PNC Bank for neighborhood improvement projects 

in Unity Park. These projects include this newsletter, the 

Going St. Garden, neighborhood cleanups and beautifica-

tion projects, the forthcoming UnityParkPontiac.com 

website, and neighborhood safety initiatives. This grant 

money can be used for a variety of neighborhood im-

provement projects. If you have an idea for beautifying 

your neighborhood, increasing safety, or are an organiza-

tion making a positive impact in the community, please 

call Patrick Taylor at 248-824-7391 to discuss projects. 

Addressing Vacant Property 

Report. If a structure near you is hazardous, you can re-

port it to the Pontiac Building and Safety Office at 248-

758-2800. Even if they already have the structure on a 

list for review, reporting dangerous structures puts pres-

sure on the city to address the problem. 

Plan. If you have an idea or a vision for transforming an 

empty lot or a structure into a positive asset, let’s get 

started! There may be a way to get the property into the 

hands of an individual or group with a plan. Call Patrick 

at 248-824-7391 if you would like assistance researching 

the lot that interests you. 

Side-lot program. If you live next to a vacant lot and are 

interested in acquiring it, CHN can help you. Depending 

on the current owner, the lot may be able to be trans-

ferred at very low cost. Please call 248-824-7391 to see if 

and when your parcel of interest can be transferred. 

Community Revitalization  

Medicaid expansion increases access to healthcare in Michigan 

Healthy Pontiac We Can! 

Fresh Produce Markets: 

Tuesdays at  OLHSA 11:00 am—1:00 pm 

196 Cesar E Chavez Ave 

Saturdays at All Saints Episcopal Church 10:00 

am—2:00 pm 

171 West Pike Street 

*Markets Accept EBT* 

Progress on the Unity Park Rentals develop-

ment on the 200 block of East Judson. The first 

5 houses will be move-in ready this June. For 

more information about the development, visit 

www.unityparkrentals.com 



We are looking to have conversations about the histo-

ry of Unity Park, the neighborhood in southeast Pontiac 

that is bordered roughly by Woodward on the east, Au-

burn on the north, Osmun on the south, and Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. Blvd on the west. This project is for sharing 

stories and memories of the neighborhood, with the goal 

of creating a small booklet. Any one interested in partici-

pating in the Unity Park history conversation is invited to 

call Unity Park News at 248-824-7391. 

The Unity Park Newsletter is printed and distributed 

seasonally with the wonderful assistance of volunteers 

from Habitat for Humanity. It is delivered to the doors of 

residents in the Unity Park neighborhood and left at local 

establishments. 

To advertise, contribute, or get involved with the pro-

duction or distribution of this newsletter, contact Unity 

Park News at 

248-824-7391 or UPNews@chninc.net 

About Unity Park Newsletter 

Nurturing, inspiring, and motivating 

neighbors to share skills and talents to 

build our community 

www.pontiansun.org / 248-952-8175 

Habitat for Humanity of Oakland County is hosting 

its fourth annual Mother’s Day Weekend Flower and 

Plant Sale May 9th-10th at its Pontiac headquarters. The 

event features free landscaping and gardening sessions 

open to the public, as well 

as discounted plants and 

Mother’s Day flower ar-

rangements for purchase. 

Master gardeners will be 

on hand to offer planting 

advice. 

Flower and Plant Sale 

Habitat for Humanity of 

Oakland County 

150 Osmun Street 

May 9th: 3-8 p.m. 

May 10th: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Workshops 

Basic Landscape Design 

and Maintenance 

Friday May 9th, 5:30 pm 

Elaine Garcia will be talking about basic landscape 

design and providing tips on how to maintain your 

lawn and garden 

Veggie and Herb Garden Workshop 

Friday, May 9th, 7 pm 

Susan Masiak will be working with Habitat Home-

owners to create veggie and herb container gardens. 

Playing in Pots with Plants 

Saturday, May 10th, 1 pm 

Judy Cornellier will be leading a hands-on workshop 

focusing on creating beautiful containers filled with 

flowers. Judy has fun ideas for containers with neat 

flowers to use for lots of color. The best part? Pots 

done correctly have no weeds! 

Flower sale and workshops 

at Habitat for Humanity 

Unity Park History Project 


